ELLEN   T ERRT
plained that the merry actress continually laughed in one of his most important scenes. He had not the courage to tell her his objections, so he'wrote her a letter of heartbroken complaint.
Dear----------
I am extremely sorry to tell you that it is impossible for me to make any effect in* such and such a scene if you persist in laughing at me on the stage, and so spoiling the situation. May I ask you to change your attitude, as the scene is a most trying one. Truly yours,
The answer was very direct and to the point.